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This order revises, updates, and consolidatesthe general administrative andprocedural 
standards that establish guidancetopersonnelinpreparingmaintenance directives for 
electronic and electro/mechanical systems in the National Airspace System (NAS) . It also 
recasts responsibilities and procedures with current organizational changes. 

The material in this order provides directions for the preparation of Operational Support 
Service (AOS ) equipment and facility directives, specifically maintenance technical 
handbooks and modifications . 
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CHAPTER 1. GENERAL 

100. PURPOSE. This order establishes anddescribes the equipnentand facility 
directives that the Operational Support Service (AOS) is responsible for. This order is 
alsotheprimarymeans of preparingequipmentmodificationdirectives andmaintenance 
technical handbooks. 

101 . DISTRIBUTION. This order is distributed to branch level in the System Management 
Service, the NASTransition and Implementation Service, thewrational Support Service, 
and the Associate Administrator for NAS Developnent; to branch lwel in the regional 
Airway Facilities divisions; to division level in the Associate Administrator for Airway 
Facilities, the FAA Logistics Center, the regional Logistics Divisions, and the Academy; 
and to all Airway Facilities field offices with a limited distribution. 

1 02. CANCELLATIONS. The following orders are cancelled: 

a. Order 1320.33B,-Equipment Modification andFacility Instruction 
Directives. 

b. Order 1320.35A, Preparation of Airway Facilities ServiceMaintenance Technical 
Handbooks. 

c. Order 1320.40B, Expedited ClearanceProcedures for Airway Facilities 
Maintenance Directives. 

1 03. ACKGROUND. In a cont inulng effort to improve maintenance technical handbooks and 
equipmentm&fication directives, AOS has revised, updated, andcombined a specific 
group of orders related tothe preparation of, and responsibilities for, maintenance and 
mcdlficatipn directives. 

1 0.1. DEFIIXTIONS. The f ollowmg acronyms and terms are used in this directive. 

a. u. Associate Adrinistrator for Airway Facilities 
b. ED:. Electronic Equipment Modification 

c. m. Electronic Facility Instruction ' 
d . GPO. Government Printing Off ice 

e. Handbook. ThetermHANDWKrefers tomaintenance technical and/or electronic 
equipnent modification directives. 

f . Initiatina Off ice. An off ice internal to the off ice of primary responsibility 
(OPR) . Thls term encompasses project engineers, program managers, item managers, or any 
otherAAF/AOSpersonnelresponsible for issuingthehandbook. 

g. E. National Airspace Change Proposal 

h. m. National Systems Engineering Division 
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i. Off i ce  of Primam Resrmnsibilitv (OPRL. The of f ice  r e s p n s i b l e  fo r  the 
specifiedtechnicalprogramwith respect t o t h e  procurement o f t h e  equipnent and 
associatedinstructionbookmanuscripts. 

j . =. Plant Equipment Modification 

k. B. Plant Fac i l i t y  Instruct ion 

105. F O m .  Refer t o  Appendix 1 , IWT/FAA Forms Lis t ing,  for  a list of forms and t h e i r  
ava i lab i l i ty .  Examples of forms r equ i r ed to i s sue  ahandbookas a d i r e c t i v e c a n b e  found 
i n  the l a t e s t  version of FAA Order 1320.1, FAA Directives System. 

1 06. RBJEW/UPDATE OF MAINTENANCE DIRECTIVES. AOS w i i l  review/update a l l  maintenance 
d i rec t ives  every 3 years. This review w i l l  includemaintenance technical handbooks. 
Also, sincemaintenance technical handbooks a re  baselined, changes canonlybeef fec ted  
through the NCPprocess. Alldatapertainingtostandards, tolerances, maintenance 
schedules, c e r t i f i ca t i on ,  e t c . ,  containedinthernaintenance technical handbooks take 
precedence over those containedininstructionbooks i f  d i f fe ren t .  

107. SCOPE. The information contained herein is applicable t o  AOS technical directives 
only, a n d ~ n n o w a y a l t e r s ,  supersedes or  cancels thegeneral  standards governingthe 
organlzatlon, preparation, and revis ion of d x e c t i v e s  as contained i n  Order 1320.1. 

108.-199. RESERVED. 
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CHAPTER 2. PREPARATION OF MAlfJTENANCE TECHNICAL HANDB03KS 

SECTION 1. GENERAL 

200. OBJECTIVE. This chapter provides detailed guidance topersonnelpreparing 
maintenance technical handbooks. It also contains administrative and technical 
information on guidelines, procedures, standards, and instructions for preparing AOS 
technical handbooks. 

201. HANDB03KMAMJSCRIPT.S. Manuscripts for maintenance technical handbooks will 
normally be preparedbyNSEDpersonne1 (AOS-200/300/400/500). Technical documentation 
within the scope of this chapter may be produced by other organizations on assignment, such 
as a selected reglonal off Ice, or, In speclal cases, by contractors. 

202. MAINTENANCE SOURCE DATA AND COORDINATION. 

a. Source Data. Maintenance technical handbooks depend on the experience and 
knowledge of AOS engineering and programmanagement personnel for their technical 
accuracy, suitability, and completeness. Information solicited £ran regional office and 
field technical personnel is of great valuewhenwritingmaintenance technical 
documentation. Both formal and informal methods have been approved for obtaining such 
support in themaintenance documentation activity, and the documentation engineer is 
expected to t'ake the initiative to draw expeditiously on the sources available. It is the 
engineer's responsibilityto see that anyexistingEFI/PFI are includ edint hemaintenance 
technical handbook (see par, 300e) . 

b. Coordination. Almost all maintenance technical documentation contains 
technical and procedural information or guidance that interests or affects thebusiness, 
program, or functions of other independent organizationalactivities. Therefore, those 
organizations must be consulted at an early stage in the planning and preparation of the 
material (see Appendix 2, Sample Notice of Intent to Publisha Major Handbook Revision) . 
Consequently, the concept of early coordination and participation in providing source 
aataby fleldpersonnelismandatory. This process includes emtingtheclearance of 
new or revised maintenance technical handbooks and providing direct input to maintenance 
tech--ical handbooks from the user level. The NSED will announce, by notice, the intent to 
publish a new maintenance handbook or a major revision of an existing handbook. The 
notlce will be distributed to all Airway Facilities field offices (FAF-0 distribution 
code) and other selectedoffices requestinginput tothehandbook. Thenoticewill 

. request Airway Facilities sector off ices to collect handbook recomndations and submit 
them to the regional Almay Facllitles divisions for consolidation and transmittal to the 
NSED. Sutmission dates will be adjusted to accmodate the canplexity of the subject and 
the desired publication date for the handbook. At least 60 days will be allowed for Airway 
Facilities sector offices to suknit recomndations to regional Airway Facilities 
divisions, and an additional 30 days will be allowed for the regional Airway Facilities 
divisions to collect, consolidate, andprovide input totheNSED. 
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